The Red Moon Rapture: A Practical Study Companion for those Looking for His Return
Introduction
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.
6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming;[a] go out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

Matthew 25:1-10
Jesus made it very clear in His Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24 that no man would know the time or the hour of His return. However, He did offer several parables which illustrated His return and taught us how to be prepared for that moment in time, such as this one regarding the ten virgins.

Eschatology is a very technical topic, as the prophecies of the End of Days are all throughout the Bible – from Genesis to the Revelation. The Red Moon Rapture model that has been put forth by author Peter Goodgame is a wonderful description of how the events will take place and he even includes some cutting-edge ideas as to who the two Witnesses could be and the chronology of the seventieth week of Daniel. As a lay scholar and author, Mr. Goodgame has done a most excellent job of putting together exegetically correct chronologies that are very detailed, yet simple to understand, especially for the Christian who understands this time that we are living in. The fact is that most Christians do not understand the prophecies and the technicalities of the Second Coming, which a thorough and complete understanding is really not necessary. The most important message is both comprehendible and urgent: We need to recognize that the time is upon us and we need to be ready!
 The purpose of this guide is to examine the more practical aspects of the second Coming of the Lord, such as the role of the church, some erroneous doctrines that have crept into the Church, a Biblical explanation of the rapture, and most importantly, how we, as Christians, are to be completely prepared and ready for this most glorious moment. This guide is an excellent compliment to Red Moon Rising: The Rapture and the Timeline of the Apocalypse by Peter Goodgame, and will prove to be a useful tool in preparing the Church of Jesus Christ for that Day.
At the end of each chapter, there will be a list of study questions. I would encourage you to open your Bible and examine the questions, either alone or in a discussion with a study group. I believe that you and/or your group will find this a fascinating study.

Questions for Study:
1. Why were the five virgins wise for bringing extra oil? Is there a way in which we can be wise in such the same fashion, today?

2. Why did the foolish virgins not consider the extra oil for their lamps? Were they expecting the Bridegroom immediately? Or were they just careless and apathetic? Do you know anyone who is apathetic about the Lord’s return? 
3. Were the wise virgins selfish in not lending oil to the foolish virgins? Why or why not?

4. Do you believe that the Bridegroom was disappointed when the foolish virgins were turned away?

Chapter I: The Modern Church

In Red Moon Rising, Peter explains a very important concept that the world at large does not understand, and that is the very nature of the church. He has divided it into two categories:
1. The Visible Church. This is the nominal church, or the church as the world sees it. Peter explains it this way: “This part of the Church is made up of every human being down through the ages who has claimed to be a Christian and a follower of Jesus Christ…The Visible Church is “visible” because its existence is tangible and self-evident – we can identify for ourselves all of those who outwardly claim to be Christians.” (pg xiv) In other words, these are the people who mark “Christian” on a questionnaire where religion is asked. They may even attend church regularly, or just on special holidays such as Christmas and Easter.
2. The Invisible Church, or the True Church of Jesus Christ. Peter says like this in the introduction (page xiv). “It is the diverse assembly of dedicated and genuine believers who have received forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus and have been made spotless and clean in God’s sight. Members of this portion of the Christian Church claim to be followers of Jesus Christ and indeed they are, to the very core of their being.” These are the true believers who make up the mystical body of Christ which Paul preached and they live in an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. These people love God and love others, as Jesus explained was the most important:
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and great commandment. Matthew 22:36-38

The problem with these two types of Churches in the world is the fact that the nominal or visible church is the most recognized and throughout history has caused unfathomable atrocities in the name of God. The entire church, unfortunately, is still condemned today for the mistakes that these nominal and misguided Christians have made, and therefore when one is a true believer and friend to Jesus Christ, the nonbeliever will automatically consider him to be a nominal Christian. The world does not understand this difference. The Holy Spirit Who indwells us is indeed invisible, so the world is unable to visibly see our seal. This is why we must abide in the True Vine:

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
Also:

Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Matt 7:20

Questions for Study:

1. What are the main differences between the Visible Church and the Invisible Church?

2. Although the true Christian belongs to the invisible Church, Jesus gave a wonderful analogy as to how to recognize a member of this invisible church. Can you think of some examples of fruit that would indicate true hope of Jesus in a Christian’s life? Think of the fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22)

3. Which of these fruits do you grow and nurture through the vine of the Spirit? Which ones still need to be cultivated?
4. Can you think of some people who exhibit any of these behaviors? Think about or discuss some of these attributes.
5. Examine your own heart to see which Church you belong. Do you just “go through the motions” and live a “moral life”, or do you have a personal and intimate relationship with Jesus?

Chapter II: Prophetic Interpretation
Regarding the political influences that surround Biblical interpretation, Peter Goodgame has this to say: “The point to be made is that Bible prophecy, by its very nature as a predictor of political events, has found itself susceptible to widely divergent interpretations and to misuse by groups and organizations which too often have nothing to do with understanding the Truth of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” (pg. xvi) In his book, Red Moon Rising”, Peter explains most of the more popular end-time models and points out flaws in each of them. In this companion, I would like for you, the reader, to have a basic idea of the most accepted models in today’s churches from Red Moon Rising [Appendix II], however I don’t want to get hung up on any technicalities here.
 I would like to share something that Peter explained to me once in an email that really touched me and gave me a clearer understanding of the End of Days and how we see it coming upon us. He said, and I paraphrase, that it is as if you are driving to the mountains, and from afar, when the mountains first come into view, you are able to tell that they are large. As you draw closer to the mountains, you will eventually be able to see the snowcaps and they will appear much larger. But as you drive up very close to the mountain range, you can make out the trees and the stones that are on the various mountains and all is revealed. Such is the nature of prophecy. As we drawer closer to that day, we can literally see the events unfold exactly as it has been told from the beginning in God’s Word.
4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” Daniel 12:3-4 (emphasis mine)

Questions for Study:

1. Are you familiar with the pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, pre-wrath, and post-tribulation rapture views? If not, you will find some valuable information in the Appendix II: A Critique of Popular Prophetic Models. 
2. Does the analogy of the mountain views from afar and up close make sense in light of prophetic views and interpretations?

3. Considering the mountain range analogy and the verse from Daniel 12:4, can you see how it could be possible that a newer view on the topic of Eschatology could actually be clearer, more concise, and truer than some of the earlier models?

Chapter III: Daniel’s Prophecies
Daniel wrote some of the most important prophecies regarding the End of Days. Interestingly enough, he could not even fathom all of them and Gabriel told him to seal up the book until the end times. One of them regards four kingdoms that would rise up:
31 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs[a] of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.[b] 34 You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. Daniel 2:31-35

Daniel was also given the prophecy of the 70 weeks allotted to Israel to anoint her Messiah and bring an end to sin and transgression:

Yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering. 22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision: 
       24 “ Seventy weeks[a] are determined 
      For your people and for your holy city, 
      To finish the transgression, 
      To make an end of[b] sins, 
      To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
      To bring in everlasting righteousness, 
      To seal up vision and prophecy, 
      And to anoint the Most Holy. 
       25 “ Know therefore and understand, 
      That from the going forth of the command 
      To restore and build Jerusalem 
      Until Messiah the Prince, 
      There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
      The street[c] shall be built again, and the wall,[d]
      Even in troublesome times. 
       26 “ And after the sixty-two weeks 
      Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
      And the people of the prince who is to come 
      Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
      The end of it shall be with a flood, 
      And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
       27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 
      But in the middle of the week 
      He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 
      And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 
      Even until the consummation, which is determined, 
      Is poured out on the desolate.” Daniel 9:21-27

Peter explains in chapter one that these verses are the foundation of Bible Prophecy. They are the key to understanding many things regarding God’s dealings with Israel and how the Christ will be anointed and even when exactly the Messiah would appear to Israel and Jerusalem. But what is not revealed is the mystery of the Church age, which stands between the time of the Messiah’s appearance (and subsequent sacrifice) and the last seven years. 

 But what is not revealed is the mystery of the Church age, which stands between the time of the cutting off of Messiah and the last seven years. Right now, we are living in the Church age and we know that the Lord is coming back. But as Jesus made very clear, no one knows the day or the hour.

At the end of Daniel, Gabriel gives Daniel an interesting task:

4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” Daniel 12:3-4 (emphasis mine)

One could easily argue that we are living in the age of technology, but a more accurate statement would be that we are living in an age of knowledge. With a point and click of a mouse, we can access thousands of resources on any given subject. Many people run to and fro in every airport across the globe. This is indeed a most exciting time!

 Wait on the LORD;Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! Psalm 27:14
Questions for Study:

1. God was very quick in answering Daniel’s prayers by sending Gabriel to send him the message. Now that we are living in the Church age, God no longer answers our prayers in such a way, and often we must wait on God for the right direction. Can you think of a time (or times) when you thought God would never answer your prayer?

2. God revealed that the Messiah would be cut off, or die, but have you ever been curious as to why God kept the Church a mystery?

3. We can easily understand today why Daniel was so astonished with the vision that he could not understand it. Why do you suppose Gabriel instructed him to seal up the prophecy until the end?

4. Discuss or write down some ways in which knowledge has increased in this modern world.

Chapter IV: Replacement Theology

There is an erroneous doctrine that has crept up in our Church, and it is called Replacement Theology. Peter explains this very well in his chapter two. “Replacement Theology teaches that after the Messiah’s sacrifice God completely rejected national Israel, and that the promises regarding Israel were transferred to the Church, the institution made up of both Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus as the Messiah.” (pg. 39) But we know that God established a firm covenant with Abraham:

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Genesis 17:1-7 (emphasis mine)
This covenant was established for all of eternity. We know that God takes covenants extremely seriously because He has always kept up His end of every covenant He has made. We as mankind, however, have fallen short and can look to the children of Israel as examples, bad and good.

But we must remember that it was through these children of Israel that Jesus came, and it was God’s plan for Him to go to the cross. The mystery of the Church was even conceived in God’s heart before the original sin was committed. God will redeem His people, Israel, and he will never forsake them because the Church exists. God has made a separate covenant with the Church through the blood of Christ just as He made this covenant with Abraham. God never falters on His promises. Peter explains why we need to understand that Replacement Theology is completely wrong, especially in light of prophecy: “It is critical to refute Replacement Theology because as a doctrine it takes away the possibility of a future seven year period focused on Israel and Jerusalem that will bring our present age to a close and usher in the Messianic Age with the return of Jesus.” (pg. 45)
Questions for Study:

1. Can you think of some of the traits or qualities of God that this Replacement Theology ignores?

2. God is a God of covenants. Can you think of some various other covenants God has made with His children in the Old and New Testaments?

3. Have you ever made a covenant with God? If so, does it comfort you that God never “replaces” or changes anything that He has promised from the beginning, in accordance with His Word?

4. Because the Jewish people refused their Messiah, why does God remain faithful to the Abrahamic Covenant? Can you see why some uninformed or misguided Christian would make this error in belief?

5. Why would Replacement Theology, if true, take away our hope as Christians that Christ will return one day victoriously?
Chapter V: The Birth Pangs
For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. Romans 8:22
Jesus told His disciples that before His return, the world would experience turmoil and tribulation, or birth pangs, as the Apostle Paul put it. In Jesus’ discourse on the Mount of Olives, He explained what these birth pangs would consist of:

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all[a]these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences,[b] and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. Matthew 24:3-8

But in telling the Disciples all of this, He was also speaking to us, the Church, and He heavily emphasized the importance of waiting:

34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy[a] to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Luke 21:34-36

Peter explains these verses very clearly in Red Moon Rising: “According to the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, if believers are faithful, and watch and pray, and avoid the temptations of life, they will escape the Day of the Lord, and stand before the Son of Man.” (pg.146)   

Jesus also gave some other illustrations of what it would be like on that day:

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven,[a] but My Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Matthew 24:36-39

Questions for Study:

1. Have you ever been in labor or was close to someone who has? Think about Paul’s analogy to the birth pangs. The pains start out far apart and mild, yet as the time gets closer for the birth of the child, the pains come closer and closer together and the pain is intensified. 

2. Can you see how this analogy applies to the earth today? What birth pangs do you see in the world around you now? Are they getting closer together? Are they getting more intense?

3. Jesus warned about the distractions of this world and being caught up in the trappings of life. Can you think of any distractions or worries in your own life that would distract you from looking for His return?

4. Does the idea that Jesus’ imminent return affect the way you live your life? If so, in which ways? If not, why not?
Chapter VI: Spiritual Warfare 

In speaking of Spiritual Warfare in these last days, I would like to reiterate some verses that we have discussed previously, but with a bit more depth. 
34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy[a] to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Luke 21:34-36

I don’t believe the importance of these verses can be emphasized enough, and especially today. We must stay sober and watchful because The Bible says that Satan knows his time is short and he desires to kill, steal, and destroy all that he can while he still has time.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. John 10:10

We have been given some wonderful defenses against temptation. For every temptation we face, it is an opportunity to make a righteous choice. It is so comforting to know that Jesus knows temptation and has not only overcome it Himself, but has given us the tools to defend ourselves against the devil’s onslaught.

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

Jesus’ advice was the most simple:

When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” Luke 22:40

Questions for Study:

1. Much like the birth pangs, spiritual warfare, it seems, is increasing in frequency and intensity as the Day approaches. Can you remember any recent battles that were particularly difficult? Were you victorious in the end? Why or why not?

2. Think back to Jesus’ own temptation in the wilderness. (Matthew 4:1-11) How did He remain victorious with each situation? What are some ways that we can also be prepared to answer temptation in the same manner?
3. Consider Ephesians 6:9-20. Is being equipped with only the full armor of God adequate? Why? Think of each piece and how they work together effectively against the enemy.
4. Read 1 Peter 5:8 again. Think of some of the ways that this metaphor works so well. Can you think of any another metaphors that would also suit?
Chapter VII: The Rapture – Be Ready!
The rapture has been the Church’s most awesome hope: That Christ will return in the clouds and take all of us to be with Him forever. Indeed, the timing of the rapture has been a subject of much debate, yet Paul has revealed that it will happen and I believe, like Peter Goodgame, that He has also carefully in His word, revealed the timing of the rapture. 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 
      “ Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
      Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 
      Be to our God forever and ever. 
      Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 
14 And I said to him, “Sir,[b] you know.” Revelation 7:9-14

This is how St. John views the rapture from his heavenly standpoint. This is the place in the Revelation where Peter, in Red Moon Rising, has identified the rapture. He says on page 124, “The rapture and resurrection of believers that is predicted by Jesus in the Gospels and by Paul in his Letters is fulfilled in the book of Revelation in the description of events from the opening of the fifth seal up until the opening of the seventh seal.” This sudden appearing of the multitude is indeed the Church of Jesus Christ. Although this is hotly debated by some scholars, I can only see an innumerable group of every nation, tribe, and tongue being every single person who loves Jesus and trusted Him alone for their salvation throughout the history of the world.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18

Paul also admonishes us a little further down:
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.
11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:6-11

We know from Jesus that we as believers are not appointed to wrath.
Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. Revelation 3:10

Paul confirms this in 1 Thessalonians 5:9:

For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Questions for Study:
1. Jesus compared the Second Coming to the days of Noah in Matthew 24. How does this verse fit in with the future rapture of the saints?
2. Christians for ages have been anticipating the return of our Lord. But from the earth’s travail and all of the signs that Jesus spoke of, the time seems to be closer now than ever. Would you agree that the most important message would be to wait patiently on the Lord’s return while avoiding life’s pitfalls? If so, why? And if not, what would be some other important messages that Jesus and Paul intended for us to understand before His return?

3. Can you see how the great multitude that shows up in Heaven at the sixth seal could be the raptured Church?

4. What would be some good ways to keep the hope of His return alive in your heart, so that you will be prepared to stand before Him on that day?(Consider 1 Thessalonians 2:19 and Matthew 6:33)
5. Just take a moment to pray and ask the Lord to fill your heart with the wonder of the Resurrection: both His and ours, and to keep the thrill and joy alive. Allow yourself to dream of what it will be like on that day.
Written by Amanda Herring, 2006. I am also known as beauty4ashes1971 where I help moderate a Christian web forum at:  http://p076.ezboard.com/bwwwchristiansareuscom
Please feel free to stop in and drop me a line! I’d love to hear from you! There are multiple discussion boards to which I would like to invite you, including “Revelations – End Times Prophecy” and “Apologetics”, etc. I would love to see you there!
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